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WHO ARE WE??? 

Linda Kordze, Andrew Sanderson, Carol Sheardown 



Directors, co-founders and volunteers 

Linda Kordze – former TDSB teacher, lives in Ghana, implements all of 

      our projects in Dekpor along with her husband, Abraham Kordze 

 

Andrew Sanderson – a chartered accountant, does monthly financials 

 

Carol Sheardown – York Region teacher, runs the organisation in Canada 

 

The groundwork for DSDO started in 2009.  

 

We were registered and incorporated in Ghana in 2010, and recognized as an 

NGO February 7, 2011.  

 

In Canada we obtained charitable status in May 2011. 



WHERE? 

Dekpor, Ghana, West Africa 



Dekpor is a village that doesn’t even show up using Google Maps!   

(It’s in the south east part of Ghana, just a little further north of the ‘a’ in 

Volta.) 

Ghana is in West Africa. 



WHAT? 

-a food programme 

-sponsor individual students and educators 

-improve water, sanitation and health resources 

-fund building & maintenance of school structures 

-provide educational supplies and materials  

-support projects that benefit Dekpor residents 

Education, health, water, sanitation, food 



We may be small... 

 But don’t let that fool you...we accomplish so 

much that our supporters are amazed! 

 

 We work hard to make a difference! 

 



A quick look at Dekpor 



Most kids only have one set of clothes.  Lucky children have flip flops. 

Families are very poor. 



Most people of Dekpor are subsistence farmers who grow rice, maize or 
cassava.  Sometimes they don’t even manage to grow enough to feed their 
family. 

Electricity came in 2011—but few can afford it.  Think about that...no air 
conditioning, no fans, no fridge with cold drinks.  There is no running water. 

A typical house. 



In Dekpor, this is what most kids and adults have to drink. It’s taken from the 

contaminated stream. There has been no other choice. 

Would YOU drink this? 



The containers that they carry on their heads often  weigh more than 20 kg. 

They have to walk as far as 5 km one way. 

One hour with that much weight on their heads = painful! 

Some families spend 6 – 8 hrs a day getting water 



They have to pay for school uniforms, exam fees, school supplies, and for 

many it’s all they can do to scrape enough money together to pay for 

some food. It is rare for a child to make it to the end of elementary school. 

It is an absolute triumph if a student manages to go to high school. 

Going to school is a privilege, because many 

families can’t afford to send their kids. 



Before we started our work, these were the BEST rooms--no windows, no 

doors, gaping holes in the roof, and deteriorating bricks.   

But at least the older kids had a building. 

Stop and think about what OUR Canadian kindergarten classrooms look like… 

The BEST class rooms... 



Imagine 150 – 170 students, 1 teacher, only a chunk of chalkboard, and 

no classroom!   

This was Dekpor Basic School’s kindergarten class in 2010. 

Kindergarten classroom 



The teacher had no teaching 

materials... 

merely a 

chunk of 

chalkboard...

and some 

poor quality 

chalk. 



so they practice the alphabet in the sand. 

The students have no paper or pencils... 



These are the bathrooms at school 

No toilet to sit on, just a hole in the floor... 

They were the BEST in town! 



Life is tough 

It’s hard for 

us to really 

imagine 

what it is like 

to live in 

Dekpor. 

We have SO 

much in 

comparison. 

 Food 

 Water 

 Education 

 Clothes 

 Electricity 

 Bathrooms      

 Health care 

 Plenty of work, always 

 



but we are making a difference.  

 

From the most simple and inexpensive 

initiatives to the projects that require a lot of 

time, research, effort and $$$, 

we are grateful to all the people who 

support our work! 

Life in Dekpor is difficult... 



Just to show you a snippet 

 

 

   These are just SOME of the projects we’ve 

accomplished... 



Think of what YOU get when YOU sign up for soccer. 

These kids have only the clothes on their backs, no shoes, not even a 
soccer ball.  Well, they have a “soccer ball”, but not what we would use.   

Can you find it? 

The kids love soccer, but... 



What caused the commotion? Used soccer equipment from Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club was sent to the kids and the excitement was unreal!  

Matching jerseys!  

Imagine being 17 years old and never having had shoes on your feet before! 
We have been sending soccer uniforms since 2010. 

The students went wild 



A used soccer jersey is the most prized possession of many Dekpor 

children!!! 

Soccer uniforms are used as awards at school. 



In September and October of 2014, we held a running shoe drive.  

Minesing Central P. S. and Highview P. S. both helped in a BIG way! One 

of our supporters from England also held a shoe drive. We collected more 

than 800 lbs of shoes!! (More shoe drives are planned for 2016) 

Shoes for students! 



A nutritious breakfast and lunch is supplied. Many children, otherwise, are 

sent to school with nothing to eat all day, except for supper.  When a child 

gets put on our food programme, we also pay for their National Health 

Insurance and cover summer school fees.  $165/year saves lives! 

122 students on our food programme 



This means they are on our food programme, (National Health Insurance 

and summer school), have all school-related fees paid, get a uniform, 

shoes, mosquito net, toothpaste and toothbrushes, and school supplies.  

$300/yr changes a child’s life! 

48 elementary students being sponsored 



These kids have reached a goal that most can only dream of! It is a 

tremendous amount of work—more like attending university here. There is 

no high school in Dekpor, so it’s a 30 minute bicycle ride to get to there. 

It costs $600+ to sponsor a high school student. 

8 high school students are sponsored 



These three girls are working on their seamstress apprenticeships! It’s a 

three year programme and they have to board away from home. 

3 apprentices 



July 1, 2015 – We sent 3 girls to receive business training and learn how 

to make soap and lotions. Once they return and set up shop, DSDO will 

purchase soap from them for our hand-washing stations! 

3 girls were trained to make soap 



There are thousands of books …and we continue to send more over with 

every volunteer who visits. 

Our first big project was to build a library in 2010. 



They are our librarians, they tutor classes after school, and run summer 

school! 

4 teachers hired 



We started with 8 Ontario teachers in the summer of 2010 and Linda and 

Abraham continue to host people every year.  We are thrilled when people 

stay and volunteer at Dekpor Basic!   

Outreach volunteers 



We have renovated every building 

that was on site. 

Before After 

We extensively repaired and improved the junior high school rooms, the 

primary block, the administration building and the boys’, girls’ and staff toilets.  



Building upkeep is important 

JHS & Admin buildings were repainted inside & out-- January 2014 



They are literally climbing the walls to get the sanding done!  The kids had 
never even SEEN sandpaper before this day!   

Back in 2011, we trained 4 high school students to do the painting, and we 
continue to teach students how to paint. 

Whenever possible, we get the kids to help! 



We built 3 new thatched-roof 

classrooms – March 2014 

Cozy and cost effective  



‘Pavilion’ classroom, June 2014 

There will be 6 rooms in a row, as funds allow. 



Thanks to Austrian friends who visit every year, each 

classroom has a desk and chair for the teacher!  We fixed 6 

desks, purchased 18 new, and had 31 chairs made! 

Spring 

2014 



Until January 2014, there had never been any furniture in a 

classroom, other than desks for students.  Now the teachers 

have somewhere to put things! 

18 Locking cabinets for each classroom 



Whiteboards for each class 

Chalk quality is poor & the paint 
on blocks is not a good surface 

Considering most rooms have no 
lights, whiteboards are MUCH better! 

2014 



Curriculum kits are started! 
Until 2014, the teachers have had NO TEACHING MATERIALS. 



We have purchased texts  

In December 

2015, we 

purchased 

text books to 

be used by 

our junior 

high school 

students.  

The school 

has never 

had any. 



Computer Lab wired & secure - June 2014 

We’ve had 40 laptops donated. 

Yes, please keep us in mind, 

 we gladly accept gently used laptops! 



Water reservoirs hold the rain water that runs off the roofs of buildings.  
THIS provides the cleanest drinking water that the students have. (Hard to 
tell from the photo, but it is 5 metres deep!) We now have 3 reservoirs at 
the school, thanks to Highview P.S. (2012); Sam Chapman P.S. (2013), 
and Busch Systems, BDO and Barriston Law of Barrie (2014). 

 

Harvesting rain water x 3 



Filtered drinking water stations - 2014 

Dirty vs Clean 
We have 2 systems set up at the 

school to purify the reservoir water 



We had SO many students to register that they came to the 

school 3 times!  Each of our enrolled students has now had the 

opportunity to have their health card paid for, thanks to Busch 

Systems.  (Spring 2014, 2015) 

National Health Insurance Registration 



that is only a 15 minute walk from the school.  There are 3 nurses working 

there. Finally the people of Dekpor can get medical help if they need it! 

There is now a clinic 

Opened summer 2014 



The school finally has a first aid kit and an 

emergency medical fund (and it is replenished each 

year thanks to Busch Systems). 

Medical Kit and Emergency Fund – January 2014 



Hand washing stations introduced 

 in 2013, expanded in 2014 (9 at school) 

 and if you had to 

spend 6-8 hours a 

day getting it, you’d 

be using it for cooking 

and drinking too.   

 We had to teach the 

health benefits of 

washing hands. 

Water is precious… Clean hands save lives 



Lunch for the whole school! 

It’s a celebration! We’ve held 3 of these special lunches thanks to 

designated donations. 

Costs approximately $300 for 800+ 



Volleyball Court 

There is NOTHING like this in the region!  Completed February 2014.        

Re-surfaced in July 2015. 



We give a student two hens and start-up feed. Families desperately need 

a source of protein, and this is a wonderful sustainable method! 

Hen Project – launched in May 2015 



And our biggest projects ever... 



Borehole & Reverse Osmosis Unit 

--clean water for the village! 

Ready for operation October 2014 



Two town toilet facilities- 2015 

10 cubicles, rain harvesting system, and hand washing stations. 

***We are currently working on Yia #2, and upgrading Horme #1! 



Huge extension to our library 

The space is used for classes, tutoring, town meetings, workshops and 

learning sessions. 

Completed Fall 2015 



You can help make a difference! 

 Tell people about us 

 Look at our website www.DekporSchool.org 

 ‘Like’ our Facebook page 

 Hold an event or do some fundraising 

 Collect laptops 

 Collect gently-used running shoes 

 Collect cell phones (with SIM cards) 

 Buy bracelets 

 Volunteer in Ontario or in Dekpor! 

 



WANT TO HELP? 

Carol@DekporSchool.org 

 

www.DekporSchool.org 

 

www.Facebook.com/DekporSchool 

 

mailto:Carol@DekporSchool.org
http://www.dekporschool.org/
http://www.facebook.com/DekporSchool

